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Introduction







The Holocene



The Anthropocene



Human activity has become so 

substantial that it rivals or exceeds 

some of the great forces of nature in its 

impact on the functioning of the Earth 

system. 

Steffen, Grinevald & Crutzen, ‘The Anthropocene: 

Conceptual and Historical Perspectives’ (2011)







Thinking about history in a new way



1 Understanding our Past 
….

2 Preparing for the Future ….



1 Understanding our Past ….





We shall continue to have a worsening 

ecological crisis until we reject the 

Christian axiom that nature has no 

reason for existence save to serve man. 

White, ‘The Historical Roots of our Ecological Crisis’ (1967) 



The Psalter mappa mundi

c.1260

held at the British Library





The advent of modernity





The categories of “nature” and “culture”



To be modern is to have exonerated God of any 

role in the processes that take place on the Earth 

down-below. Zeus and Jupiter may have hurled 

lightening bolts, but the God of the moderns is a 

deus absconditus. If he exists at all, he has been 

elevated to super-climatic zones. And as we watch 

the weather report on TV, we sit comfortably in our 

armchairs and think of “causes”, but certainly not of 

“instigators”.  

Bruno Latour, ‘We Have Never Been Modern’ (1991) 



Why does the Anthropocene threaten 
to disrupt the narrative of modernity itself?

Question





The “Good Anthropocene” Strategy

Exercise 1





A productive and hopeful vision 

for the future of humankind. 



Humans should use their growing social, 

economic and technological powers to 

make life better for people, to stabilize the 

climate, and to protect the natural world. 

Shellenberger & Nordhaus, ‘The Ecomodernist Manifesto’ 

(2015)



Is anything wrong with the “good 

Anthropocene” strategy? How might it be 

emblematic of the ideology of modernity? 

Can it be subjected to a theological 

critique?





A covert form of secularized theodicy. 

Clive Hamilton, Defiant Earth (2017)



2 Preparing for the Future ….



Apocalypse









As an atmospheric scientist, I have been trained to 

present my research to the world and then to step back. I 

have never understood it as my role to interpose my own 

values upon it. The data has a voice of its own and is 

perfectly able to communicate its own will. But now, for a 

reason I cannot fathom, the data I am presenting has been 

rendered mute. The world is not listening. Or, if it is, it is 

not acting in response. I feel that I need to shift into a 

register of discourse that is entirely alien. As if I need to go 

to the roof-tops and declare the apocalyptic injunction: 

“your entire way of life must be modified or else you will 

disappear as a civilization”.  



désinhibition





Representing contemporary 
environmental apocalypse in film

Exercise 2





















The redemptive power 

of biblical apocalyptic



1 It is an unveiling

2 It heralds judgment

3 It promises a re-orientated 

relationship

4 It empowers transformation



We shouldn’t deprive ourselves of the 

resources of apocalypse, for they allow us to 

pose the problem of our presence in the 

world, of how to be present to the challenges 

we are now facing in global society.

Bruno Latour, ‘Agency at the Time of the Anthropocene’ (2016)



A political theology 

of the Anthropocene



Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

our being gathered to him, we ask you not to become easily 

unsettled or alarmed by teaching allegedly from us, asserting 

that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone 

deceive you in this way, for that day will not come until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed.

Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell 

you these things? For you know that there is a power 

holding 

him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time.

Until then, may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our 

Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every 

good deed and word.
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 5-6, 12-13



The katechon



New forms of theology 
at the time of the Anthropocene

Exercise 3





N’est-ce pas ainsi qu’on prêche encore, le 

dimanche, sur cette injonction de l’Evangile, 

dont je me suis permis, non sans quelques

trépidations, d’inverser le sens pour servir de 

titre à notre monde contemporain: “si tu viens à

perdre la Terre, à quoi te sers d’avoir sauvé ton 

âme?”

Bruno Latour, “Composer un Monde Commun’ (2017)
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