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Can Business Be Green?



Can Business Be Green?

YES!



But there are lots of pressures to 
be dirty

•What do we mean by Green?

•Sordid Sectors

•Impatient Investors

•Vicious Value Chains

•Externalised Expenses

•Careless Consumers

•Dirty Darkness

•Pulling the Levers of Change



Green, Eco, Sustainable?

“Sustainable development 
is development that 
meets the needs of the 
present without 
compromising the ability 
of future generations to 
meet their own needs” 

Brundtland Commission 
1987
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Sources: (World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987)



Sources: (United Nations General Assembly, 2015)



Sources: (United Nations General Assembly, 2015)



Greenwash

• “Make sure that what you’re claiming:
• doesn’t cause another environmental problem

• doesn’t suggest a greater benefit than it provides

• isn’t claiming a benefit from something in common use, or from the 
absence of something not in common use (for instance “100% CFC-free 
aerosol”)

• is something you’ve chosen to do beyond the legal requirements for your 
product

• Make fair comparisons with competitors

• Use relevant pictures

• Make your messages clear and accurate

• Data to support your claims”

Sources: (Defra, 2016)
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Sordid Sectors

• Are there industry sectors which can never be Green?



Sordid Sectors

Exodus 22:26 If you take your neighbour’s cloak 
as a pledge, return it by sunset,  27 because that 
cloak is the only covering your neighbour has. 
What else can they sleep in? When they cry out 
to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.



Sordid Sectors

• “Ethical investment restrictions apply to direct 
holdings in companies involved in indiscriminate 
weaponry, conventional weaponry, pornography, 
tobacco, gambling, non-military firearms, high-
interest rate lending, human embryonic cloning, 
extraction of thermal coal and production of oil 
from oil sands, subject to revenue thresholds.”  
Church of England Ethical Investment Advisory 
Group

• Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) World ex 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Gambling, Armaments & 
Firearms (Ticker: W1SUS)

Sources: (Church of England, 2018. Operation Noah, 2018)



Impatient Investors

Sources: (Wang, 2018)



Impatient Investors

Luke 19:22 ‘His master replied, “I will judge you 
by your own words, you wicked servant! You 
knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out 
what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not 
sow?



Impatient Investors

• “CDP is a not-for-profit charity that runs the global disclosure 
system for investors, companies, cities, states and regions to 
manage their environmental impacts. Over the past 15 years we 
have created a system that has resulted in unparalleled 
engagement on environmental issues worldwide. 

• Over 650 investors with US$87 trillion in assets request information 
on climate change, water or forests. 

• Over 6,300+ companies responded to our climate change, water, 
forests and supply chain questionnaire this year.” 

Sources: (CDP, 2018)



Vicious Value Chains
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Vicious Value Chains
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Vicious Value Chains

Leviticus 19:9  “ ‘When you reap the harvest of 
your land, do not reap to the very edges of your 
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.   10  
Do not go over your vineyard a second time or 
pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them 
for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD 
your God.



Vicious Value Chains

Circular 
Economy

Sources: (RSA, 2013)



Externalised Expenses
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Sources: (Leonard, 2007)



Externalised Expenses

Deuteronomy 24: 14 Do not take advantage of a 
hired worker who is poor and needy, whether 
that worker is a fellow Israelite or a foreigner 
residing in one of your towns.  15 Pay them their 
wages each day before sunset, because they are 
poor and are counting on it. Otherwise they may 
cry to the Lord against you, and you will be guilty 
of sin.



Externalised Expenses

Sources: (Econation, 2018)



Careless Consumers

•Buying on price first

•Low awareness of environmental impacts e.g. 
meat production

•Cognitive Overload



Careless Consumers

Numbers 11:4 The rabble with them began to 
crave other food, and again the Israelites started 
wailing and said, ‘If only we had meat to eat! 5 We 
remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost –
also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 
garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we 
never see anything but this manna!’



Careless Consumers

•Certification schemes to support better choices



https://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/business-area/use-the-logo
https://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/business-area/use-the-logo
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXpt-h5NneAhVKLcAKHW55BLoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.marketingweek.com/2017/07/14/fairtrade-ethical-commitments-trust/&psig=AOvVaw1gmIBOj1-kYzRXgxbM3Vak&ust=1542487562444273
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXpt-h5NneAhVKLcAKHW55BLoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.marketingweek.com/2017/07/14/fairtrade-ethical-commitments-trust/&psig=AOvVaw1gmIBOj1-kYzRXgxbM3Vak&ust=1542487562444273


Dirty Darkness

• Nothing to see here



Dirty Darkness

John 3:19 This is the verdict: light has come into 
the world, but people loved darkness instead of 
light because their deeds were evil.



Dirty Darkness

Global Reporting Initiative

Sources: (Global Reporting Initiative, 2018)



Levers of Change

Engaged Citizens
Active Communities
Impact Investors
Responsible Politicians
Principled Leaders



B Corps

“We envision a global economy that uses business as a force for good.

This economy is comprised of a new type of corporation - the B 
Corporation -

Which is purpose-driven and creates benefit for all stakeholders, not just 
shareholders.

As B Corporations and leaders of this emerging economy, we believe:

•That we must be the change we seek in the world.

•That all business ought to be conducted as if people and place 
mattered.

•That, through their products, practices, and profits, businesses should 
aspire to do no harm and benefit all.

•To do so requires that we act with the understanding that we are 
dependent upon another and thus responsible for each other and future 
generations.”

Sources: (B Lab, 2018)



Raising the Pressure to be Green

•What do we mean by Green?

•Sordid Sectors

•Impatient Investors

•Vicious Value Chains

•Externalised Expenses

•Careless Consumers

•Dirty Darkness

•Pulling the Levers of Change
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