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The global church 

in an age of ecological crisis. 
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Lynn White (1967) argued that 

Christianity laid the foundations for 

environmental destruction in Genesis 

1:26-28 by:

1. Giving humans ‘dominion’ over 

nature

2. Teaching humans alone have 

God’s image and so nature is 

inferior
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• Western Christianity is “the most 

anthropocentric religion the world 

has seen.”

• “more science and more 

technology are not going to get us 

out of the present ecological 

crises until we find a new religion 

or rethink our old one.”

Ecological Crisis: Is the Church to blame?



“Humans were divinely 

placed in a position superior 

to animals in power and/or 

ontology and bestowed the 

privilege to utilize animals to 

fulfil human needs and 

desires

Vantassel, S. M. (2009)
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Lausanne Cape Town Commitment, 2010

“If Jesus is Lord of all the earth, we cannot 

separate our relationship to Christ from how we 

act in relation to the earth. For to proclaim the 

gospel that says 'Jesus is Lord' is to proclaim 

the gospel that includes the earth, since 

Christ's Lordship is over all creation. Creation 

care is a thus a gospel issue within the 

Lordship of Christ. 



Lausanne Cape Town Commitment, 2010

“The mission of God addresses individual 

persons, society and culture, and creation. 

All three are broken and suffering because of 

sin; all three are included in the redeeming 

love and mission of God; all three must be 

part of the comprehensive mission of God’s 

people.”



Global Consultation

St Ann’s, Jamaica 2012



In a spirit of prayer and fellowship we worked hard and left 

with a strong Statement of conviction and Call to action:

We call upon the whole church, to respond radically and 

faithfully to care for God’s creation, demonstrating belief and 

hope in the transforming power of Christ through the Gospel.

We call upon the Lausanne Movement, evangelical leaders, 

national evangelical organizations, and all local churches to 

respond urgently at the personal, community, national and 

international levels. 
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Jamaica Call to Action

1. A NEW COMMITMENT TO A SIMPLE LIFESTYLE that

enables action towards restoration and conservation, and to

equitably sharing of the bounty of creation with our

neighbour.

2. NEW AND ROBUST THEOLOGICAL WORK in

Seminaries, Bible colleges and others places of theological

study to equip pastors, teachers, mentors to deepen

discipleship under the Lordship of Christ, offer biblical

apologetic that challenges current prevailing economic

ideologies in relation to our biblical responsibility to be

stewards of God’s creation.



Jamaica Call to Action

3. LEADERSHIP FROM THE CHURCH IN THE GLOBAL 

SOUTH to help set the agenda for the advance of the gospel 

and the care of creation.

4. MOBILIZATION OF THE WHOLE CHURCH AND 

ENGAGEMENT OF ALL OF SOCIETY, utilizing the gifts of 

women, children, youth, and indigenous people as well as 

professionals and other resource people who possess 

experience and expertise, and engagement with responsible 

leadership in government, business, civil society, and 

academia.



Jamaica Call to Action

5. ENVIRONMENTAL MISSIONS AMONG UNREACHED 

PEOPLE GROUPS. As participants in Lausanne’s historic call 

to world evangelization, and believers in the fact that 

environmental issues represent one of the greatest 

opportunities to demonstrate the love of Christ and plant 

churches among unreached and unengaged people groups in 

our generation, we encourage the church to promote 

“environmental missions” as a new category within mission 

work (akin in function to medical missions).



Jamaica Call to Action

6. RADICAL ACTION TO CONFRONT CLIMATE CHANGE,

radically reducing greenhouse gas emissions and building

resilient communities. These actions we believe to be

applications of the command of the Lord Jesus Christ to deny

ourselves, take up the cross, and follow Him.

7. SUSTAINABLE PRINCIPLES IN FOOD

PRODUCTION. We urge the application of environmentally

and generationally sustainable principles in agriculture and all

other forms of food production.



Jamaica Call to Action

8. AN ECONOMY THAT WORKS IN HARMONY WITH

GOD’S CREATION. That includes activities towards our

economic well-being and development, energy production,

natural resource management (including mining and forestry),

water management and use, transportation, health care, rural

and urban design and living, and personal and corporate

consumption patterns that maintain the ecological integrity of

creation. We were made to live in harmony with the creation,

not in hostility to it.



9. LOCAL EXPRESSIONS OF CREATION CARE that

preserve and enhance biodiversity.

10. PROPHETIC ADVOCACY AND HEALING

RECONCILIATION.

We call for prophetically speaking “truth to power” and

speaking “the peace of Christ” into communities torn apart

by environmental disputes.

Jamaica Call to Action
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Southern Africa Regional Conference





East Asia Conference: Taiwan



Oceania Regional Conference – indigenous delegates



European Conference: France



European Conference: France





http://news.lwccn.com

Lausanne Global Classroom: Creation Care

http://news.lwccn.com/
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Environment Working Group



• Co-founded by the Church Commissioners 

• £4trillion under management

• Assesses companies’ low-carbon future

• Uses shareholder power to challenge
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John Stott London 

Lecture, 2017

Climate & Faith in 

the Public Arena

Ecological Crisis: Is the Church to blame?





Case study: Alvor estuary



Case study: Bangalore vs. Bannerghata



• register your church

• complete an online survey

• collect points for bronze / silver / gold awards

• practical online resources

www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk





Ephesians 1:22-23
“God placed all things under his [Christ’s] feet 

and appointed him to be head over everything 

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of 

him who fills everything in every way.”

“All things will be recapitulated in Christ. And 

the church has a central position in this plan” 

Faricy, ‘Wind & Sea Obey Him’, 1982, 8-9

Ecological Ecclesiology
The Church’s part in God’s cosmic plan



Jesus & the Church: Colossians 1.15-20

• The Head of the Body (vs.18-19, 23b)

Christ “is the head of the body, the church; he is 

the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his 

fullness dwell in him.”

“The hope of the redemption of the body and the 

hope of the redemption of all creation from vanity 

are one” Moltmann, Theology of Hope, 1967, 214

Ecological Ecclesiology
The Church’s part in God’s cosmic plan



Romans 8.21
“the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 

to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 

children of God.”

Ecological Ecclesiology
Creation is waiting for the Church



“God will redeem the whole universe; Jesus’ 

resurrection is the beginning of that new life, the 

fresh grass growing through the concrete of 

corruption and decay in the old world.”
N. T. Wright, Surprised by Hope, 2007, 134

Ecological Ecclesiology
Creation is waiting for the Church



Romans 8.19

“The creation waits in eager expectation for the 

children of God to be revealed”

Ecological Ecclesiology
Creation is waiting for the Church



“The whole creation is waiting in eager longing not 

just for its own redemption, its liberation from 

corruption and decay, but for God’s children to be 

revealed: in other words, for the unveiling of those 

redeemed humans through whose stewardship 

creation will at last be brought back into that wise 

order for which it was made.” 
N. T. Wright, Surprised by Hope, 2007, 213

Ecological Ecclesiology
Creation is waiting for the Church



The Church as 

an Ark of 

Blessing for 

Creation 
(Genesis 7-9)



The Church as 

Christ’s body 

serving a 

broken world



The Church as a 

Holy Priesthood 
(1 Peter 2:9)



The Church as 

living stones 
(1 Peter 2:4-10)



The Church as 

a fruitful vine
(John 15:1-17)

or a mangrove?



“It was a 

modern and a dangerous 

contraction when the church came 

to be narrowed down to the human world. 

But if the church is cosmos orientated, then 

the ecological crisis of earthly creation is the 

church’s own crisis, for through this destruction 

of the earth - the church is destroyed. When 

the weaker creatures die, the whole 

community of creation suffers.”  

Moltmann, The Source of Life,

1997, 118


